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SUBJECT: COOPERATION TO COMBAT NARCOTICS TRAFFICKING 

1 FOLLOWING LETTER TO PRESIDENT ECHEVERRIA SIGNED FEBRUARY 6 
BY PRESIDENT FORD AND BEING POUCHED. 

BEGIN QUOTE: 

DEAR MR- PRESIDENT; 

MUTUAL EFFORTS TO DEAL WITH THE TRAGIC PROBLEM OF DRUG 
ABUSE WHICH AFFECTS SO MANY CITIZENS OF BOTH OUR NATIONS. 

I WELCOME YOUR INITIATIVE AND VIEW IT AS A MOST IMPORTANT 
PROPOSAL. 
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I HAVE DIRECTED MY STAFF TO CONSIDER ON AN URGENT BASIS 
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THE MOST EFFECTIVE WAY TO COLLABORATE CLOSELY WITH THE 
COMMISSION AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE YOU ARE ESTABLISHING 
IN MEXICO. YOUR IDEA OF PARALLEL AND SIMILAR ORGANIZA- 
TIONS SEEMS APPROPRIATE TO OUR MUTUAL DESIRE TO INCREASE 
THE EFFECTIVENESS OF OUR COOPERATION. 

AS YOU SUGGEST, THE INITIATIVE SHOULD BE UNDERSTOOD 
AS A DEVELOPMENT THAT CAN ENHANCE THE MEASURES OUR GOVERN- 
MENTS ARE PRESENTLY TAKING. BOTH SEPARATELY AND TOGETHER. 

OUR SHORT-TERM SUCCESS IN REDUCING THE CRITICAL NARCOTICS 
PROBLEM NOW CONFRONTING US DEPENDS IN LARGE PART ON THE 
VIGOR WITH WHICH WE PURSUE EFFORTS ALREADY UNDERWAY. 

THIS NEW INITIATIVE WILL STRENGTHEN OUR COOPERATION OVER 
THE LONGER TERM. I AM HEARTENED BY REPORTS OF THE IN- 
TENSIVE ACTIVITIES CURRENTLY BEING CARRIED OUT BY YOUR 
GOVERNMENT AND LOOK FORWARD TO CONTINUING PROGRESS. 

FOR OUR PART, I HAVE FORMED A TASK FORCE UNDER THE 
DIRECTION OF THE WHITE HOUSE TO IMPROVE OUR OWN EFFEC- 
TIVENESS IN DEALING WITH THE NARCOTICS TRAFFIC COMING 
INTO THE UNITED STATES FROM MEXICO AND THE CONTRABAND 
MOVING FROM THE UNITED STATES INTO MEXICO. THESE MATTERS, 

IT SEEMS TO ME, MIGHT BE SUBJECTS OF MUTUAL INTEREST 
APPROPRIATE FOR OUR GOVERNMENTS TO TAKE UNDER CONTINUING 
REVIEW IN THE CONTEXT OF YOUR INITIATIVE. 

I AM PLEASED THAT YOUR INITIATIVE INCLUDES THE PRE- 
VENTION AND REHABILITATION, AS WELL AS LAW ENFORCEMENT, 
ASPECTS OF THE NARCOTICS PROBLEM. THE CONCEPT OF A 
FEDERAL PROGRAM THAT BALANCES THE EFFORT TO CONTROL THE 
DEMAND FOR DRUGS WITH AN EFFORT TO CONTROL THE SUPPLY 
OF DRUGS IS THE BASIS OF OUR PROGRAM TO REDUCE DRUG ABUSE. 
YOU MAY BE ASSURED THAT OUR SIDE, ALSO, WILL DEAL FULLY 
WITH ALL ASPECTS OF THE DRUG PROGRAM. 

IN THE NEAR FUTURE I EXPECT TO HAVE CONCRETE PROPOSALS 
FOR ACTION TO MATCH THE NEW EFFORT YOU HAVE BEGUN. AT 
THAT POINT IT MIGHT BE USEFUL FOR MY REPRESENTATIVES TO 
MEET WITH YOURS TO ENSURE WE ARE BOTH MOVING AHEAD IN 
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THE COORDINATED MANNER CONTEMPLATED IN YOUR LETTER. 

LET ME ALSO USE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO EXPRESS GRATI- 
TUDE FOR THE CORDIALITY AND GOOD WILL YOU AND MEMBERS 
OF YOUR GOVERNMENT HAVE CONSISTENTLY EXTENDED MY REPRE- 
SENTATIVES, AMBASSADOR JOVA AND AMBASSADOR VANCE, AND TO 
ATTORNEY GENERAL LEVI IN HIS RECENT MEETING WITH ATTORNEY 
GENERAL OJEDA PAULLADA. I HOPE, TOO, THAT WE CAN KEEP 
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IN TOUCH TO MAINTAIN A CLOSE COLLABORATION BETWEEN OUR 
TWO COUNTRIES ON THIS PROBLEM. 

SINCERELY, /SIGNED/ GERALD R. FORD. 

HIS EXCELLENCY LUIS ECHEVERRIA ALVAREZ 
PRESIDENT OF MEXICO 
PALACIO NACIONAL 

MEXICO D.F. END QUOTE. 

2. DO NOT PREPARE ADVANCE COPY FOR FORWARDING TO 
PRESIDENT ECHEVERRIA. 

3. WHITE HOUSE DOES NOT REPEAT NOT PLAN TO RELEASE 

TEXT OF LETTER, AND WE WOULD NOT WANT TO ENCOURAGE GOM 
TO DO SO. IF GOM REQUESTS USG CONCURRENCE FOR RELEASE, 
PLEASE ADVISE SO THAT WHITE HOUSE CAN CONSIDER. 

INGERSOLL 
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